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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 1 & 2, 2021 

 

Jesus Lives: To Produce Fruit in Our Lives. 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 143 
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M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

  



pg. 4 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care.  

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts 

may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Acts 16:11-15 

As a believer, Lydia produced fruit by showing hospitality to Paul and company. 

 

 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. 

From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. 

And we stayed there several days.  

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 
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 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of 

prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those listening 

was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of 

God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the members of her 

household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she 

said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 67 

As the good news of God goes out across the land, the Word will produce fruit. 

 

  

 May God be gracious to us and bless us 

  and make his face shine upon us; 

 

 may your ways be known on earth, 

  your salvation among all nations. 

 

 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 Then the land will yield its harvest, 

  and God, our God, will bless us. 

 

 God will bless us, 

  and all the ends of the earth will fear him.  
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 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 

 

Second Lesson 1 John 3:18-24  

When fruit is produced, it shows itself in our lives through love. 

 

 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how 

we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our 

hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from 

him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his 

command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 

Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in 

us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the life, 

says the Lord. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 15:1-8 

Being connected to the vine produces fruit in our lives. 

 

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 

fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are 

already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain 

in me. 

 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 

apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 

away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father’s 

glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem   We Preach Christ Crucified 

School small group choir by Dale Witte  

 

Refrain: We preach Christ crucified, he died for me. 

 God sacrificed himself for my eternity. 

 He paid the cost of my sin-filled life. 

 His resurrection is my victory! 

 

 The death of Christ on a cross of wood 

 Saving souls from death, is not understood 

 Without faith in Christ and his saving Word 

 Bringing life from what was dead. Refrain 

 

 What is a tool used for torture and death 

 Is an instrument of God’s love and grace.  

 Jesus gave himself for me willingly, 

 Fully crushed the pow’r of sin. Refrain  

 

Hymn of the Day With High Delight Let Us Unite 

Christian Worship 168 
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Sermon 1 John 3:18-24 

How Do You Know? 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. 

  

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

Be seated  
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The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration  

of shared belief. Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members  

of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain from receiving the Lord’s Supper  

until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.  

 

Distribution Hymns (see pg. 16) Christ Is With Me 

 Christian Worship Supplement 761  

 

This Is My Will 

Christian Worship 497 

 

Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

Christian Worship 313 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Love Is the Gracious Gift 

Christian Worship 505 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Easter 5 

 

 

  

M Ephesians 5:8-14 1 Timothy 3:16 

T John 6:66-69 Acts 16:25-34 

W Colossians 3:16-24 Luke 19:29-40 

R Matthew 21:12-17 Exodus 14:10-14, 24 – 15:3 

F 2 Timothy 2:8-13 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

S 1 Samuel 16:14-23 Revelation 4:2-11 
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Saturday) 

 Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday) 

 

  

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by John and Kara (née Schneidewend) Wepfer in celebration of their 

son, Franklin Jeffrey Wepfer, who will be baptized in a private ceremony following the 10:30 

a.m. service. 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Joel Gerlach, recovering at home after receiving a pacemaker this past week. 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


